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EVANGELISM 
Part 003 - THIS IS WHAT GOD DID FOR ME!
I. THE NATURE OF A TESTIMONY
A. We are Called to be Witness
In Acts 1:8, Jesus promises His disciples that they will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon them and that they will be His witnesses.
B. We are Called to Give Testimony 
II. THE VALUE OF A TESTIMONY
C. Overcoming resistance to the Gospel[image: image2.png]


 
D. Overcoming Satan in spiritual warfare 
When we are sharing our faith with others, we are engaged alongside God in spiritual warfare, assaulting the kingdom of the devil. In Revelation 12:10-12, we read the following: 
“... Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!” 
III. EXAMPLES OF TESTIMONIES 
E. The woman at the well (Jn 4:28-29) 
So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?”
Questions:
· What did she say? 
· To whom did she witness? 
· Why did she choose this particular form of testimony? 
F. The man born blind (Jn 9:13-34) 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”
But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”
His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus[a] to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”
He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshipper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
Questions:
· To whom did he witness? 
· What did he say? 
· What was the occasion for the testimony? 
· How was the testimony received? 
How did he deal with opposition? 
G. Paul’s conversion (Ac 9, 22, and 26) 
In these passages, note how Paul emphasises different aspects of the same experience to impact different audiences. 
· Chapter 9 is Luke’s account of Saul’s conversion. 
· Chapter 22 is Luke’s record of Paul’s interrupted testimony before the Jerusalem Jews. 
Chapter 26:2-23 is Luke’s record of Paul’s testimony before King Agrippa. 
H. Paul’s testimony about events in Jerusalem (Ac 24:10-21) 
And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied:
“Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defence. You can verify that it is not more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, and they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the temple or in the synagogues or in the city.
Neither can they prove to you what they now bring up against me. But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets, having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust.
So I always take pains to have a clear conscience towards both God and man. Now after several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings.
While I was doing this, they found me purified in the temple, without any crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia— they ought to be here before you and to make an accusation, should they have anything against me.
Or else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when I stood before the council, other than this one thing that I cried out while standing among them: ‘It is with respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you this day.’”
IV. THE PREPARATION OF A TESTIMONY 
Please take the remainder of this session to prepare a 3-5 minute version of your personal testimony.
In your testimony, share in these three broad categories:[image: image3.png]



I. What was your life like before you met Christ? 
This will point to areas of need that you believed Christ would meet in your life. It provides a sense of common ground between you and the person you want to win to faith. Why did you need Christ? Try to isolate the prominent issue that led to your repentance. 
J. How did you come to Christ? 
What actually happened? Where were you? When did you trust Christ? What did you do? What Scripture did the Holy Spirit use in your life? Did someone help you in this process? Make this as basic as possible; assume that the hearer is a God-seeker and your experience will be used as a plausible scenario that he could relate to. 
K. How has knowing Christ changed your life? 
What impact has your faith had on your life? In what practical ways was your life changed? Were there changes that surprised you? Were your expectations met? Do not only talk in the past tense—tell what the Gospel is doing in your life today. Do not necessarily avoid talking about difficulties—non-Christians need to know that Christians have problems because they, the non- Christians certainly have problems. Listeners need to know that Christ is a solid anchor in the storms and that the Christian life provides power for life. 
V. THE SHARING OF A PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
Now that you have prepared your personal testimony, take some time to share it with the others.
As testimonies are shared, use the following points to consider the effectiveness of each. 
L. Complete 
Does the testimony tell the whole story? Does it include the three parts? 
· Life before Christ: What can the non-Christian relate to? 
· Circumstances at the point of conversion: How is it like the non-Christian’s situation? 
Life since finding Christ: How is your life different than the non-Christian? 
M. Clear 
Will the testimony be easy for a non-believer to understand, or is it filled with religious language that might confuse non-believers? Does it sound like a sermon or is it a helpful recommendation to a friend? 
N. Gospel 
Are all necessary points of the Gospel message touched upon in the testimony? While it is impossible to go into detail concerning all of this in a short testimony, all or some of the following points should be properly treated. 
1. The Bad News 
· We are sinners, and the penalty is death 
· God is holy, and we cannot please Him 
· Jesus—the Son of God—died in our place 
2. The Good News 
· We are saved by faith—not by our works 
· We are born again into God’s family as His children 
· We have the assurance of eternal life 
O. Concise 
These testimonies should be not longer than five minutes. Is there any unnecessary detail in the testimony? We do not need to tell the whole story now—evangelism is a process. 
QUESTIONS
3. Where are some places and what are some of the times in your day or week during which you could share your testimony? 
4. What topics of general conversation might readily provide “openers” for the casual introduction of your testimony? Do you travel on public transportation? 
Do you take breaks or eat a meal at work? Ask the Lord to arrange “divine appointments” for you to be able to share your testimony. 
ACTION PLAN 
· Share your testimony with at least three other Christians who will see if you are clear in your presentation. 
· Be prepared to share your testimony again during the next training session or during this seminar. 
· Prayerfully make a plan that will result in sharing your testimony with two non-Christian friends or existing contacts within the next two weeks. Ask God to prepare “divine appointments” for you to share your testimony (perhaps without advance warning) within the next four weeks. 
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